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Preface
In the last week of September 2008, an international conference on multivariate approximation
theory took place at Haus Bommerholz, a conference and meeting centre of the University of
Dortmund, Germany. This meeting was part of an established and successful conference series
on approximation theory there. The meeting centre is a fairly remote house where it is a joy to
discuss mathematics with friends and colleagues without much distraction. The organisers of the
conference were Werner Haussmann, Joachim Sto¨ckler, and the two of us.
There were presentations on multivariate splines and computer aided geometric design of all
sorts, radial basis functions, wavelets, Bernstein–Durrmeyer operators, learning theory, convex
approximation, and many other subjects. All participants at the conference were invited by the
four organisers.
Several research papers of contributors to the conference have now been submitted to this
special volume of the Journal of Approximation Theory. We are grateful to the authors for
their high standard, and to the referees for their valuable reports and suggestions. In fact, we
are pleased that such excellent research work is hereby linked to this conference series at
Bommerholz. With the presentation of the current issue we provide a timely collection of high-
quality contributions from all walks of multivariate approximation theory.
The readers of this issue will hopefully find these contributions informative and useful with
respect to the latest results from approximation theory. We look forward to the next meeting in
Bommerholz, which is envisaged for 2011, and which will almost certainly attract again a large
number of speakers working at the cutting edge of approximation theory.
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